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the assumption that Asiatics are fit only to copy every
thing that comes from the West. ... I do believe that
if India has patience enough to go through the fire of
suffering and to* resist any unlawful encroachment upon
her own civilization which, imperfect though it undoubt-
edly is, has hitherto stood the ravages of time, she can
make a lasting contribution to the peace and solid
progress of the world.
Young India,  ll-8-J27
India's destiny lies not along the bloody way of the
West, of which she shows signs of tiredness, but along
the bloodless way of peace that comes from a simple and
godly life. India is in danger of losing her soul. She
cannot lose it and live. She must not, therefore, lazily
and helplessly say, "I cannot escape the onrush from
the West.'5 She must be strong enough to resist it for
her own sake and that of the world.
Young India, 7-10-J26
European civilization is no doubt suited for the
Europeans but it will mean ruin for India, if we endeavour
to copy it. This is not to say that we may not adopt
and assimilate whatever may be good and capable of
assimilation by us as it does not also mean that even the
Europeans will not have to part with whatever evil
might have crept into it. The incessant search for
material comforts and their multiplication is such an
evil, and I make bold to say that the Europeans them-
selves will have to remodel their outlook, if they are
not to perish under the weight of the comforts to which
they are becoming slaves. It may be that my reading
is wrong, but I know that for India to run after the
Golden Fleece is to court certain death. Let us engrave
on our hearts the motto of a Western philosopher, 'plain

